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Paths to Kindergarten

There are varying paths to choose from for a child’s journey to kindergarten. Parents make choices 
based on their child’s birth date, time at home vs. time at preschool/in childcare, family schedules, 
and more. There isn’t a right or wrong choice--the best choice is whatever is best for your child. 

The state of Michigan requires that a child turns five by September 1 of the year he/she enters 
kindergarten. This means that all children should be five, turning six, during their kindergarten year. 
(Some children with late summer birthdays start kindergarten as six-year-olds.)
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